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learning and teaching

• teaching involves facilitating learning
• learning involves change of state

– more than knowledge acquisition
– involves conceptual change

• teaching does not necessarily lead to 
learning

• effective teaching is designed to 
foster learning

• teaching as design



3rd International LAMS and Learning Design Conference

the learning journey: an analogy

consider an overseas trip
• starts at A ends at B
• taken for a purpose

– to learn about history, geography, 
culture

• different approaches
– guided coach tour
– self-drive 
– train pass
– plane flight A-B

• judging success
– immediate outcomes
– residual outcomes 
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how accurate is the travel analogy?

• the curriculum takes students from A 
to B

• the endpoint is planned
• multiple learning paths possible
• some paths take the learners directly 

to B, some linger on the way
• outcomes can be assessed in many 

ways
• the learning design is equivalent to 

the itinerary
• needs careful planning
• tour planning/guiding is like teaching
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learning designs

• planned learning events
• deliberate outcomes
• engaging minds
• catering for diversity
• assessing outcomes formatively 

and summatively

• systems thinking
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the students’ perspective

• students come to the journey as 
tourists

• are guided by the teacher
• learn from the experience
• have diverse needs and 

expectations 
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learning designs

• blueprints of learning 
activities

• describe learner actions
• deliberate strategies
• encourage particular forms 

of engagement
• aligned to intended 

outcomes
• sharable and reusable
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why the interest in learning designs?

• deconstruct teaching processes
• focus on important issues
• encourage reflective practice
• efficiency and sustainability
• improve learning
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technology-supported learning designs

• Carrick Fellowship
• factors influencing sharing and reuse
• exploring

– accessibility of descriptions
– critical elements in learning designs
– efficiency in descriptions
– encouraging sharing
– encouraging  reuse

http://aragorn.scca.ecu.edu.au/tsldb
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reusable learning designs: case study 1
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discovering learning designs



3rd International LAMS and Learning Design Conference

technology-supported learning database
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technology-supported learning database
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project outcomes

• model for representing 
learning designs

• an online database
• a community of 

participants
• explorations of use and 

reuse
• teacher practices and 

interests  
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reusable learning designs: case study 2

• task-directed
• task-guided
• task-autonomous

reading and accessing  
information

practising/consolidating

feedback & reflection

workplace 
scenario/application task

1. scenario 1

2. scenario 2

tutorials

resources

guidelines

x. scenario  x

analyse problem

plan steps

tutorials

resources

guidelines

implement steps
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task-directed
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task-guided
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task-autonomous
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online support tool
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guiding future work

• need for systems-thinking  
approach 

• engendering teacher 
interest

• supporting change
• understanding the rate-

limiting elements
• supporting teachers’

needs
• bottom-up approaches 

needed
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